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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
AT RI CHMOND, DECEMBER 20, 2000
APPLI CATI ON OF
TOUCH AMERI CA, INC. -VIRG N A CASE NO. PUC000273
For a certificate of public
conveni ence and necessity to
provide facilities-based

i nt er exchange tel econmuni cati ons
services

ORDER FOR NOTI CE

On Cctober 13, 2000, TOUCH AMERI CA, INC. -VIRGE N A (" TOUCH
AMERI CA" or "Applicant") filed an application for a certificate
of public convenience and necessity ("certificate") with the
St ate Corporation Commi ssion ("Conm ssion") to provide
i nt erexchange tel ecommuni cati ons services throughout the
Commonweal th of Virginia. The Applicant al so requested
authority to price its interexchange tel ecomuni cations services
on a conpetitive basis pursuant to 8 56-481.1 of the Code of
Vi rginia.

NOW UPON CONSI DERATI ON of the application, the Conm ssion
is of the opinion and finds that TOUCH AMERI CA' s application
shoul d be docketed; that the Applicant should give notice to the
public of its application; that interested persons should have
an opportunity to comment and request a hearing on TOUCH

AMERI CA' s application; that the Comm ssion Staff should be


http://www.state.va.us/scc/contact.htm#General

permtted to file a Staff Report, if necessary; and, if
substantive objections are received, a public hearing should be
convened to receive evidence relevant to TOUCH AMERI CA' s
application for a certificate to provide interexchange
t el econmuni cati ons servi ces.
Accordingly, I T IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT:
(1) This case is docketed and assi gned Case No. PUC000273.
(2) On or before January 12, 2001, the Applicant shal
conpl ete publication of the follow ng notice, which nay be
publ i shed on one (1) occasion as classified advertising in
newspapers having general circulation throughout the Applicant's
proposed service territory:
NOTI CE TO THE PUBLI C OF AN APPLI CATI ON BY
TOUCH AMERI CA, INC.-VIRG NIA FOR A
CERTI FI CATE OF PUBLI C CONVENI ENCE AND
NECESSI TY TO PROVI DE | NTEREXCHANGE
TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS SERVI CES THROUGHOUT THE
COMMONVEALTH OF VIRG NI A AND TO HAVE I TS

RATES DETERM NED COWMPETI Tl VELY
CASE NO.  PUC000273

On Cctober 13, TOUCH AMERI CA, I NC. -
VIRA NIA ("TOUCH AVMERI CA" or "Applicant"),
filed an application wwth the State
Cor porati on Conmi ssion ("Comm ssion") for a
certificate of public convenience and
necessity ("certificate") to provide
facilities-based interexchange
t el econmuni cati ons services throughout the
Commonweal th of Virginia. Inits
application, the Applicant also requested
authority to price its interexchange
t el econmuni cati ons services on a conpetitive
basis pursuant to 8 56-481.1 of the Code of
Vi rginia.



Copies of the application are avail abl e
for public inspection between the hours of
8:15 a.m and 5:00 p.m in the Conmm ssion's
Docunment Control Center |ocated on the first
floor of the Tyler Building, 1300 East Min
Street, Richnond, Virginia or can be ordered
from Jonathan S. Marashlian, Esquire, The
Hel ein Law G oup, P.C., 8180 G eensboro
Drive, Suite 700, MLean, Virginia 22102.

Any person desiring to conment in
writing on TOUCH AMERI CA's application for a
certificate to provide interexchange
t el ecomruni cati ons services my do so by
directing such conments on or before
January 26, 2001, to the Cerk of the
Conmi ssion at the address set out bel ow
Al so, on or before January 26, 2001, any
person desiring to | odge an objection to or
request a hearing on TOUCH AVERI CA' s
application shall file an original and
fifteen (15) copies of its objection or
request for hearing with the Clerk of the
Conmi ssion at the address set out bel ow.
Requests for hearing nust state with
specificity why a hearing is necessary. |If
no substantive objections are received, the
Conmi ssion may grant the certificate to
provi de i nterexchange tel ecommuni cations
services without a hearing.

All witten conmunications to the
Comm ssi on concerni ng TOUCH AVERI CA' s
application should be directed to Joel H
Peck, Clerk of the State Corporation
Comm ssi on, c/o Docunent Control Center,
P.O Box 2118, Richnond, Virginia 23218, and
must refer to Case No. PUC000273.

TOUCH AMERICA, INC.-VIRG N A

(3) On or before January 12, 2001, the Applicant shal
provi de a copy of the notice contained in ordering paragraph (2)

to each | ocal exchange tel ephone carrier certificated in



Virginia and each interexchange carrier certificated in Virginia
by personal delivery or first-class nmail, postage prepaid, to
the customary pl ace of business or residence of the person
served. Lists of all current |ocal exchange and i nterexchange
carriers in Virginia are attached to this Order as Appendices A
and B, respectively.

(4) On or before January 26, 2001, any person desiring to
| odge an objection or request a hearing on TOUCH AMERI CA' s
application for a certificate to provide interexchange
t el econmruni cations services shall file an original and fifteen
(15) copies of its objection or request for hearing wth Joel H
Peck, Clerk of the State Corporation Conm ssion, c/o Docunent
Control Center, P.O Box 2118, Richnond, Virginia 23218.

Witten objections shall refer to Case No. PUC000273 and shal
state with specificity why a hearing is necessary.

(5) Any person desiring to conment in witing on TOUCH
AVERI CA' s application for a certificate to provide interexchange
t el ecommuni cati ons services may do so by directing such comments
on or before January 26, 2001, to the derk of the Conm ssion at
t he address set out below Comments nust refer to Case
No. PUC000273.

(6) The Commission Staff shall be permtted to file a

Staff Report, if necessary, on or before March 6, 2001.



(7) On or before March 14, 2001, TOUCH AMERI CA shall file
with the Cerk of the Comm ssion an original and fifteen (15)
copies of all testinony it expects to introduce in rebuttal to
the Staff Report, if such report is filed.

(8) On or before February 28, 2001, TOUCH AMERI CA shal
file with the Cerk of the Comm ssion proof of notice and
service required by ordering paragraphs (2) and (3) herein.

(9) The Applicant shall respond to witten interrogatories
or data requests wthin seven (7) days after receipt of the
same. Protestants shall provide to the Applicant, other
Protestants, and Staff any workpapers or docunents used in
preparation of their prefiled testinony, pronptly upon request.
Except as so nodified, discovery shall be in accordance with

Part VI of the Conm ssion's Rules of Practice and Procedure.



